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A fantastic set of results 

This will place the school 

in the top 10% in the 

country for GCSE results 

24% of all grades 7-9

76% of all grades 4-9

78/173 students gained 

at least 1 grade 8 or 9



The challenge 
• Each student on average will take the following 

• Core subjects (English; Maths; Science)
• Optional subjects – either GCSE or BTEC (usually 3 or 4 others)
• The majority of students are taking 9 GCSE/BTEC
• All GCSE’s have now been returned to pre pandemic standards 
• Some subjects will have coursework Food/Media/PE/Art/Photo/DT

The exam process 
• There are at least 20 exams sat by the vast majority of students 
• This means that students will have 30-40 hours worth of exams this 

summer 
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The challenge 
This is the timetable until Year 11 exams start…
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• Grade 4 is a pass/grade 5 is a strong pass 
• If a student fails to gain a pass (grade 4) in English or Maths they will have to resit

• 6th form entry requires at least 5 passes for BTEC
• For A level subjects at least 5 good passes are required 
• A grade 6 in the subject they wish to study at 6th Form  



How do we meet the challenge 

Attendance in school

• On average in year 10 students had an attendance of 87%

• If your attendance is at 87% you missed 1.2 day every two weeks 

• This equals 114 lessons missed during a year

• If this is replicated this year a typical students will have missed 228 hours of learning over the 
course of the GCSE

• This is the equivalent of 45/46 days of schooling (9 weeks)

• We can not catch that up
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The importance of attendance results 2023/24

Attendance Progress compared to 95%+ 
attendance 

Below 50% -3.7 grades in each subject

50 - 80% -1.6 grades in each subject

80 – 95% -1.1 grades in each subject

5 standard
passes inc E/M

They had an 
attendance of

94%

They had an 
attendance of

81%

5 strong passes 
inc E/M 95% 85%

The importance of 95%
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How do we meet the challenge 
In school

• Teaching and learning – ‘every minute counts’ – every grade counts

• Specific feedback around core assessment objectives – knowing the exam

• Specific interventions for Year 11 – coursework completion in the Arts/DT/PE/Photo/ 
Food/HSC/Media  

• Revision afterschool will begin for most subjects in March – although some have already started 

• If a Year 11 is receiving after school detentions/late for lessons they are wasting everyone’s time
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Careers

Post 16 Choices

www.purbeck.dorset.sch.uk/sixth-form



What is the Law?

You can leave school on the last Friday in June if you’ll be 16 by the 
end of the summer holidays.

You must then do one of the following until you’re 18:
1. Stay in full-time education, for example at a college or sixth form
2. Start an apprenticeship or traineeship
3. Spend 20 hours or more a week working or volunteering, while 

in part-time education or training

Careers
www.purbeck.dorset.sch.uk/sixth-form



The Year Ahead

• Futures morning in December

• Careers Fair in January

• Post 16 education applications deadline normally February

• Apprenticeships start research now and apply when advertised

Careers
www.purbeck.dorset.sch.uk/sixth-form



Sixth Forms

• The Purbeck School

• Thomas Hardye School

• St Edwards School

• Poole High School

• Corfe Hills School

• Poole Grammar School (Boys Grammar School)

• Parkstone Grammar School (Girls Grammar School)

• Lytchett Minster School

Careers
www.purbeck.dorset.sch.uk/sixth-form



Colleges 

Careers

3

www.purbeck.dorset.sch.uk/sixth-form



A-Levels

• Full time Level 3 qualifications

• Pick 3-4 subjects 

• Entry - at least 5 GCSEs passes inc. Maths & English

• Higher depending on the subject (Maths A Level needs GCSE grade 7)

Careers
www.purbeck.dorset.sch.uk/sixth-form



Further Education -

Applied Qualifications – Applied Science, Business, HSC, Applied Tourism, Sport

• They can be a single, double or triple qualification

• They can have lower entry requirements than A Levels.

• They can be more coursework based rather than just 
exams.

• Level 3 will require grade 4+ in GCSEs inc Maths & English 

Careers
www.purbeck.dorset.sch.uk/sixth-form



Vocational Qualifications – Hairdressing, Plumber, Mechanic, Beautician, Electrician

• Level 1,2 and 3 (depending on your GCSE grades)

• More practical & less exams. One subject across 3 grades

• Lower entry requirements than A Levels 

• You will still need GCSE Maths & English grade 4

Careers
www.purbeck.dorset.sch.uk/sixth-form



1 day a week of education / 4 days a week in work

Apprenticeships

Careers
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Finding Apprenticeships

www.unifrog.org

www.indeed.com

www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk

www.amazingapprenticeships.co.uk

http://www.indeed.com/
http://www.indeed.com/
http://www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk/
http://www.amazingapprenticeships.co.uk/


Searching for Opportunities on UNIFROG

Careers

www.unifrog.org/code
Parent code: PURXparents

www.purbeck.dorset.sch.uk/sixth-form

http://www.unifrog.org/code


School Website

Careers

https://www.purbeck.dorset.sch.uk/key-information/careers
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WHAT IS AIM OF HOMEWORK?
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Challenges…
1. Increased knowledge and skills content at GCSE
2. Students forgetting what they have been taught

Benefits…
1. Provides vital independent practise of knowledge and skills
2. Improves long-term retention
3. Connects new learning to prior-learning
4. Improves problem solving
5. Provides feedback to teachers
6. Encourages positive study habits

At The Purbeck School, homework is revision for all pupils across all their subjects.

Revision lasts not five weeks, or five months, but five years!!!



WHAT HOMEWORK TASKS ARE SET?
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Y10 – 11: GCSE Homework and Revision Book

• Subjects set homework on a specific day
• You should spend around one hour each evening
• If tasks are completed within this time, then you 

should revise using the subject guidance



HOW DO I REVISE?
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There are many effective and ineffective ways to revise.

Our GCSE Homework & Revision book details effective independent study strategies…

• Self-quizzing: Look, Cover, Write, Check
• Mind maps
• Flashcards
• Posters
• Practice Exam Questions



WHERE DO I DO MY HOME LEARNING?
Get into good study habits at home…

• When will you complete your home learning!
✓ When I get home?
✓ Before tea?
✓ After tea?

• Designate a study area…
✓ Find a quiet, well-lit space.
✓ No brothers/sisters.
✓ No mobile phones
✓ No social media.

Achieving Excellence Together



HOW DO I GET SUPPORT?
If you are struggling with any aspect of your home learning then…

• Please go and see your tutor or subject teacher.

• Sign up to our GCSE Revision sessions.

• Explore BBC Bitesize website.

• Extra help is available at Study Plus, our after school home learning club:
• Every Tuesday – Thursday
• 3.20 – 4.10pm
• Café

Achieving Excellence Together



English Language and 

Literature at KS4

Respect, Aspiration and Perseverance



What challenges are there in the GCSE English 
Language Examinations?
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English 

Language 

100% 

Examination
- Split across two examinations (3 and a 

half hours total.

- 80 marks for reading comprehension

- 80 marks for writing (grammar and 

accuracy important)

No longer any coursework to support student grades. 



What Challenges are there in the GCSE English 
Literature Examinations?
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New Specification

English 

Literature

The Sign of The Four written in 1890 (not

allowed to take text into the examination)
Students must commit key 

quotations and knowledge 

of the text to memory.
Romeo and Juliet / Macbeth (not allowed 

to take the text into the examination)

An Inspector Calls (not allowed to take the 

text into examination) 

15 Poems (not allowed to take an anthology 

into examination)

Response to two unseen Poems 



In summary -
• No coursework to support student progress.

• Old and challenging texts in language and literature exams.

• The addition of Shakespeare and texts from the 1800s to the English 
Literature examination (these texts used to be coursework).

• Closed book examinations.

• Requirement for students to memorise far more knowledge than ever 
before.

• Students must perform on examination days.

How do we approach the English curriculum at The Purbeck School?

Achieving Excellence Together



Autumn 1
02.09.24 09.09.24 16.09.24 23.09.24 30.09.24 07.10.24 14.10.24 21.10.24

HALF TERM

Autumn 2
04.11.24 11.11.24 18.11.24 25.11.24 02.12.24 09.12.24 16.12.24

CHRISTMAS

Spring 1
06.01.25 13.01.25 20.01.25 27.01.25 03.02.25 10.02.25

HALF TERM

Spring 2
24.02.25 03.03.25 10.03.25 17.03.25 24.03.25 31.03.25

EASTER

Summer 1
21.04.25 28.04.25 05.05.25 12.05.25 19.05.25

HALF TERM

Summer 2
02.06.25 09.06.25 16.06.25 23.06.25 30.06.25 07.07.25 14.07.25

SUMMER

LONG TERM OVERVIEW – 2024-25 – Y11 

Achieving Excellence Together

Examination Period

GCSE English Language Paper 1: Reading and Writing Lit. P2 
Revision

Lang. P2 Revision Lit. Paper 1 Revision

Unseen Poetry

Mock 1: LP1 and Lit. P2

Examination Period

Mock 2: LP2 
and Lit. P1

Mock 
Feedback

Mock Feedback

Revision Unit 2:

P&C Poetry: Final Three Poems

Mock 2: LP2 
and Lit. P1

Revision Unit 1:Mock Feedback
Spoken 

Language 
Assessment

Lang. P1 
Revision



The biggest challenge:

• Knowledge is as important as skill: 

Achieving Excellence Together

How does Doyle present Thaddeus Sholto in Sign 
of the Four?

• Unless students know and remember things, they will not be able
to pass.

• Some of these texts were studied in year nine and therefore will
have been mostly forgotten until they are revisited.

The Ebbinghaus Forgetting Curve:



How do we support students with retaining key 
knowledge?

• Interleaved units that offer both 
language and literature practice. 

• Revision units in Y11.

• Starting each lesson by retrieving 
prior knowledge. 

• Seneca home learning that 
consolidates previously taught 
content and pre-teaches new 
content.   

A Starter:



Seneca Home Learning:

• Set Tuesday and due on Tuesday. 

• 20 – 60 minutes. 

• Helps them remember previously 
taught content by revisiting at home. 

• Teachers can monitor time spent.

• Unsurprisingly, trend in time spent on 
Seneca and performance in 
assessments and mock examinations. 

Student A: grade 6 in Lit mock.  

Student B: U in Lit. Mock.

More time spent greater success!



Revision Tasks: Home Learning

• Set Tuesday and due on Tuesday on Teams. 

• 20 – 60 minutes. 

• Helps them remember previously taught content by revisiting at 
home. 

• Offers opportunities for writing practice.

• Guides revision in preparation for mock examinations. 



What can we do to support at home?
1. Check completion of Seneca home learning and revision tasks.

2. Encourage students to re-read GCSE texts; they have their own
copies.

3. Study sessions on Wednesday, afterschool with English teachers.

4. Begin revision for mock examinations. Start early.

5. Use CGP guides to revise (available to purchase from the English
Department).

6. Use revision grids and create revision cards.

7. Complete practice essays.

Students can ask teachers for support on revision. 

Achieving Excellence Together
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GCSE Science

How does it work?

Achieving Excellence Together



Combined Science (Trilogy)

x6    1hr 15min Exams

x2 Biology x2 Chemistry x2 Physics

x2 GCSE Grades that will be an average of all 6 papers.

•Foundation 1-5
•Higher 6-9
Grades will be between 9-9 and 1-1

Achieving Excellence Together



Separate Sciences –
Biology, Chemistry, Physics

x6    1hr 45min Exams

x2 Biology x2 Chemistry x2 Physics

x3 Grades between 9 and 1 for each subject. 
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How to achieve high marks

knowledge

understanding

application
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Knowledge

•Use your knowledge organiser

•Use your revision guide

•Use Kerboodle

•Complete Seneca

•Use revision cards

•Use revision apps
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Understanding

•Watch revision videos

•Explain to someone else

•Ask the teacher
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Application

•Complete past exam questions.
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Knowledge Organisers
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Revision guides
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After school sessions (until 4pm)

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

Chemistry
S13

Physics
S17

Biology
S11



GCSE MATHEMATICS

Saturday, 21 September 2024
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HOW AM I EXAMINED?



Autumn 1 HALF TERM

Autumn 2 CHRISTMAS

Spring 1 HALF TERM

Spring 2 EASTER

Summer 1 HALF TERM

Summer 2
03.06.24 10.06.24 17.06.24 24.06.24 01.07.24 08.07.24

SUMMER

Y11 SUBJECT: LONG TERM OVERVIEW 2024-25

Pre Unit Assessment Post Unit Assessment Summative Assessment

Achieving Excellence Together

FRACTIONS RATIO AND PROPORTIONCALCULATION

EQUATIONS

PROBABILITY STATISTICS

ASSESS, REVIEW AND IMPROVE

ASSESS, REVIEW AND IMPROVE

A LEVEL TRANSITION

TRANSFORMATIONS

GEOMETRY



WHAT DO LESSONS LOOK LIKE?

Achieving Excellence Together

'A commitment that virtually ALL students 
can learn all important academic knowledge 
to a level of excellence if…

• allowed the right amount of time to 
learn;

• provided with the appropriate 
conditions to learn’.



WHAT DO I NEED TO BRING TO MATHS?
Essential…

• Two black/blue pens

• Red pen (for marking)

• Calculator

• Pencil

• Eraser

• Ruler
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WHAT IS MY HOME LEARNING?
• Knowledge quizzing
• Sparx Maths

Sparx-Maths takes around 1hr each week.

Login using your school IT username and password.

The website is very reliable. However, in case…
• You experience internet problems,
• You need support,

…please don’t wait until Sunday evening to complete your home learning!!!
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HOW DO I GET SUPPORT?
If you are struggling with any aspect of your Maths home learning 
then…

• Please go and see your Maths teacher.

• Watch the video in Sparx-Maths.

• Come to our Maths lunchtime support sessions in room M13.

• Extra help is also available at Study Plus, our home learning sessions.

• Revise at our GCSE Maths Revision sessions on Tues/Thurs

Achieving Excellence Together
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