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KEY DATES
SEPT 2026

3rd First day 
back

21st Revision 
sessions begin

OCT 2026

1st Sixth Form 
Open Evening

14th Futures 
Morning

NOV 2026

3rd/4th Trial 
Exams

12th Careers 
Fair

DEC 2026

3rd Parents’ 
Evening 
(online)

JAN 2027

REVISION

FEB 2027

8th Trial Exams

MAR 2027

18th Parents’ 
Evening (face-

to-face)

APR 2027

REVISION

MAY 2027

10th GCSE 
Exams Begin

JUNE 2027

23rd GCSE 
Exams End
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WHY USE PAST EXAM PAPERS?
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• They show exactly what the exam expects

• They help students practice under real conditions

• They reveal common question styles and patterns

• They build confidence and reduce exam anxiety



WHEN TO START USING PAST PAPERS
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• Begin once core content has been taught

• Use them regularly from January onwards

• Increase frequency as exams approach



HOW TO USE PAST PAPERS EFFECTIVELY

Achieving Excellence Together

• Start with open-book practice (use notes to learn how to answer)

• Move to closed-book attempts (simulate exam pressure)

• Use a timer to simulate exam conditions

• Mark using official mark schemes 

• Track mistakes and revisit weak areas



UNDERSTANDING MARK SCHEMES
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• Highlight how marks are distributed

• Help students avoid common errors

• Provide model answers



BUILDING A PAST-PAPER REVISION ROUTINE
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• Choose one subject per session

• Rotate subjects to keep revision varied

• Attempt one section or paper at a time

• Mark it immediately after completing it

• Record scores to track progress over time

• Re-do the same paper after a few weeks to check improvement



HOW PARENTS CAN SUPPORT
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COMMON MISTAKES STUDENTS MAKE
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• Only reading notes instead of practicing questions

• Not marking work honestly

• Skipping questions they find difficult

• Not reviewing mistakes or re-attempting them



WHERE TO FIND PAST PAPERS
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Achieving in exams

knowledge

understanding

application
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Knowledge recall

•Use your knowledge 
organiser

•Use revision cards

•Use revision guides

•Use revision apps
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Improving understanding

•Watch revision videos

• Explain to someone else

•Ask the teacher
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Practicing application

•Complete past paper 
questions
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Knowledge recall

•All subjects will need a degree of knowledge recall

• These are facts which must be learnt
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GCSE C9 – number 3
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GCSE C9 – number 23
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GCSE C13 – number 20



Effective use of revision cards

1. Only one question per card

2. Use images and colours

3. Use acronyms and mnemonics

4. Group by topic

5. Use flashcards to test yourself

6. Make your flashcards digital

7. Use the Leitner system
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Leitner system
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Resources - SharePoint

Science

https://wessexmat.sharepoint.com/:f:/r/sites/PUR-Students/Shared%20Documents/Science?d=wdaf9cd49d8d143088b6f427bf2b370e5&csf=1&web=1&e=iZlDRf
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Using AI

I have 18 weeks until my AQA Chemistry GCSE Paper 1. I have 2 hours 
per week dedicated to Chemistry revision. Write a clear revision plan 
that includes the following tips for using past papers effectively: 

•Start with open-book practice (use notes to learn how to answer) 
•Move to closed-book attempts (simulate exam pressure) 

•Use a timer to simulate exam conditions 

•Mark using official mark schemes 

•Track mistakes and revisit weak areas



Revision card games – example 1 (articulate)

1. Take a card from the bag and describe the word to the rest of the 
team.

2. When correct, put to one side and describe the next one.

3. Continue until the timer is up.

4. Pass the bag to the next player and repeat.

5. When everyone has had a turn(s), count the correct cards – team 
with most cards wins!
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Revision card games – example 2 (I went on holiday…)

1. First player recites the phrase “I went to my chemistry lesson, and I 
learnt… (insert fact from knowledge organiser)

2. Second player recites the same phrase + fact + a new fact

3. Continue until someone makes a mistake
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Knowledge Organisers for revision
Reducing the load

1. Use the Knowledge Organiser quiz generator to create a quiz.

2. Students complete quiz.

3. Students self mark and highlight incorrect answers in their own 
knowledge organiser.

4. Students then end up with a bespoke list of terminology to learn.  This 
makes the task more manageable.  
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`

week 11x1 Lessons remaining  Past Paper

2/3 18 – Mock 17 – C1 16 – C2 P1 2019

9/3 15 – C8 14 – C9/C10 P2 2019

16/3 13 – C3 12 – C4 11 – C5 P1 2020

23/3 10 – C11/C12 9 – C13 P2 2020

Easter

13/4 8 – C6 7 – C7 6 – C14/C15 P1 2021

20/4 5 – P2 2023 4 – P2 2023 P2 2021

27/4 3 – P1 2024 2 – P1 2024 Inset P1 2022

4/5 b/holiday 1 – all P2 2022

11/5 All Paper 1 B1 Exam All Paper 1 P1 2025

18/5 C1 Exam All Paper 2 P2 2025

Half Term
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Metacognition: The Power 

of the Purple Pen

How do you evaluate your own 
practice?
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What can we do to support at home?
1. Check completion of Seneca home learning and revision tasks.

2. Re-read GCSE texts; they have their own copies.

3. Attend study sessions on Wednesday, afterschool with English teachers.

4. Revise for mock examinations. Start early.

5. Use class books and English resources (on school website).

6. Use CGP guides to revise (available to purchase).

7. Use revision grids, knowledge organisers, mind maps and create revision
cards.

8. Know the skills as well as knowledge.

9. Look at good models and complete practice questions.

10. Review and improve.
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Metacognition

Achieving Excellence Together



Purple pen:

• We can use 
this as a 
metacognitive 
tool.

• Review and 
improve.

• You can do this 
at home using 
models or your 
own practice. 
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Preparing for GCSE English Language

The next mock 
examination is English 

Language Paper 1. 

We are going to look at 
how to revise and practise 

Q5 (25% of the GCSE!)

This strategy is not just for 
English but can be used in 

all subjects. 
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For Section B (Q5), students could be asked to 
write the following:
• A description. 

• Or the opening of a story.
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a) Know the skills – what are you getting marks for? 

b) Identify where you have met the skills?

c) Think about how you can improve on this and why? 
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Revision in three easy steps:

1. Revise key knowledge and 
skills.

2. Complete past paper 
questions.

3. Review and improve your 
practice.



a) Know the skills: 
Top up knowledge using:
• Class notes. 
• Online resources (school 

homepage)
• Knowledge organisers.
• Mark schemes.
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b) Identify where you have met the skills: 

You can pick one skill to focus on or multiple, 
depending on confidence/ areas of weakness.

The student example focuses on writing using 
a range of sentences. 
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c) Think about how and why.
• Identify what your strengths were and 

areas for improvement. 

• Use your revision resources to support you 
with improvement.

• Focus now on the improvement. In purple 
pen of course!
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