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Best Websites for A-Level English Language Research
1. Revision and topic explanations
These are the most useful for A-Level students starting research.

e BBC Bitesize — https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize

o Clear explanations of key concepts like language change, discourse, and language variation.
o Includes quizzes and summaries useful for revision.
o Designed specifically for UK exam boards and school students.

e British Council — https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org

o Articles and activities about grammar, vocabulary, and communication.
o Helpful for understanding how English works in real life.

e Academic English UK — https://academic-englishuk.com

o Guides to academic writing, discourse analysis, and linguistic features.

o Useful when writing essays or coursework.

@. Linguistics & language research resources
These are more advanced but very useful for coursework or independent investigation.

e LingBuzz — https://lingbuzz.net

o Arepository of linguistics research papers shared by researchers.
o Useful for reading academic studies about grammar, syntax, and language theory.

e Education Resources Information Center — https://eric.ed.gov

o Alarge digital library of education and linguistics research papers.

o Contains over 1.5 million records of academic research.

[l]] Language corpora (great for coursework research)
Corpora are databases of real English used in linguistics.
e  British National Corpus (BNC)
o Around 100 million words of written and spoken English for language analysis.
e Corpus of Contemporary American English (COCA)

o Hundreds of millions of words from speech, media, and academic writing.
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These are excellent for:
e investigating language change
e analysing word frequency

e studying spoken vs written language

@ Good university resource pages
University research guides often link to excellent materials.
e University of Reading Linguistics Resources
o Lists corpora, journals, and linguistic tools for language research.
e Cambridge Language Sciences resources

o Provides tools like vocabulary and grammar profiles used in research.

i Bonus (useful for examples and analysis)
These help with real-world language examples.

e News websites (BBC, The Guardian)

e Advertising archives

e Social media posts

e Speech transcripts (political speeches, interviews)
These are great for analysing:

e discourse

e sociolects

e pragmatics

e language change.

Best 3 websites to start with
1. BBCBitesize
2. British Council LearnEnglish
3. Academic English UK

These are the most accessible for A-Level level study.



